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The Moravian Historical Society
The Moravian Historical Society museum and historic site preserves, interprets, and celebrates the rich culture of the Moravians.

Founded in 1857, the Moravian Historical Society (MHS) is a not-for-profit organization that shares the fascinating contributions 
of the Moravians to worldwide culture through public programs, guided tours, and engaging museum exhibits. Located in historic 
Nazareth, Pennsylvania, MHS maintains the 1740–1743 Whitefield House and the 1740 Gray Cottage, the oldest surviving 
Moravian structure in North America. The Whitefield House Museum welcomes visitors from around the world and provides 
outstanding educational opportunities for those interested in history, art, and music. We care for 20,000 objects, photographs, and 
documents, and these primary sources help connect students, scholars, and the public to the stories of our past. Many of the items 
on exhibit are one of a kind or extremely rare, including the 1776 Tannenberg organ that was played for George Washington, an 
early Martin guitar, and the first violin made in America.
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Dear members,

This year, our organization adopted a revised mission statement. While not a 
huge change, the revision does help refocus our efforts on three core areas: to 
preserve, interpret, and celebrate the rich culture of the Moravians. Highlights 
of the impact of these activities include: 

Preserve: This past year, a team of volunteers began the tedious process of documenting all of the items 
in our collection in a site-wide inventory project. In addition, we launched an oral history project that will 
document and preserve today’s Moravian stories for future generations. We also completed the first phase of 
the exterior wood restoration and painting of the Whitefield House. 

Interpret: New exhibitions opened this year that brought new perspectives to the objects in our collection 
and a significant research project was initiated. In November 2019, we welcomed a team of researchers to the 
Whitefield House to examine the upright piano in our collection. Believed to be the oldest extant upright 
piano made in America, the researchers have uncovered some fascinating details about the instrument that 
bring new understanding to the culture of the Moravians in early America. 

Celebrate: Our first virtual Share the Heritage event was presented this September. Originally scheduled 
for March 27, our primary fundraising event was postponed as the global pandemic began to unfold. When 
we realized that we could still not gather safely this fall, many of our sponsors and ticket holders generously 
donated their tickets for what should have been a festive evening filled with music, mingling, and dinner. We 
were truly humbled by the response from everyone who celebrated the rich culture of the Moravians with us. 

This past year has certainly been one for the history books! I want to thank our members, our volunteers, and 
our incredible community who supported the Moravian Historical Society this past year. Your involvement, 
now more than ever, is needed and appreciated.

Best regards, 
Susan Ellis
Executive Director



Finance/Investment
Monitors endowment performance by 
regularly meeting with investment firms and 
supports the work of the treasurer and the 
finance manager.
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Ed Perusse, Chair, Treasurer, Board Liaison
Linda Crook
John Stocker

Curatorial
Opens new exhibitions; digitizes and catalogs 
collection; updates records.	
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Susan Orr, Curator
Traci Stocker, Chair
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Linda Wickmann, Board Liaison
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Oversees annual audit.
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Ephrata Tract Project
Plans and completes the site renovation.
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Development
Hosts tours, camps, events, programs, and 
fundraisers; secures grants, sponsorships, and 
donations.	
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Kaitlin O’Connor

Publications
Produces the newsletter, Abundant Heritage; 
selects and invites the annual meeting speaker; 
writes and designs second Guidebook.
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Traci Stocker
Riddick Weber, Board Liaison



The anonymous eighteenth-century Germanic upright piano exhibited 
at Whitefield House is of great significance to American music 
history. It is believed to be the oldest extant American-made upright 
piano, testifying to the importance of music and the sophistication of 
crafts among the Moravian settlers in colonial America. 

Researchers John Watson, Tom Winter, and Michele Winter have 
undertaken a remarkable project—to build a working, playable replica 
of the upright piano found in our collection. In doing so, they have 
made some new discoveries about the instrument and its maker 
adding to the canon of knowledge of eighteenth-century American 
music and crafts. 

After nearly a full year of work, the replica is nearing completion 
and will be donated to our museum.  You can read more about this 
extraordinary project on our website: www.moravianhistory.org.

Our fall 2019 exhibition, Hall Boys: Student Life at Nazareth Hall, 
explored daily life at Nazareth Hall through the documents, pictures, 
and objects of the students who lived and worked there.

During the holiday season, MHS exhibited the Morris Putz at the 
Whitefield House. Our Jennie Trein Putz was the featured exhibit 
at Glencairn Museum’s World Nativity exhibition, which drew 
thousands of visitors. The putz, composed of nearly 500 handmade 
pieces, represents six decades of putz making beginning with the very 
first Trein putz in 1908. 

From January–May, the exhibition Individuality in a Common Place 
explored women’s expressions of individuality through objects from 
our collection, including rare primary source documents, diaries, 
personal papers and visual art and musical instruments.

Collections

Exhibitions



A new book was published just as the pandemic 
shut everything down last March. Nazareth, 
which appears in the “Images of America” series 
from Arcadia Publishing, features hundreds of 
images from the MHS collection. It was authored 
by Susan Ellis with tremendous help from 
Barbara Dietterich who assisted with writing 

the captions and researching the many details. Gerald Kroboth, 
MHS administrative assistant, diligently scanned and organized the 
photographs. Dr. Scott Paul Gordon, chair of the MHS publications 
committee, helped with historical fact checking and proofreading. 
The book is available in our gift shop and through our website.

MHS staff members helped judge the 5th grade colonial projects at 
the Nazareth Area Intermediate School. Out of nearly 500 projects, 
20 students were selected to present their projects at the Whitefield 
House museum. MHS also provided 16 complete activity stations 
and 3 experts to lead workshops on Colonial Life.

The 162nd Annual Meeting and Lecture of the Moravian Historical 
Society featured a lecture by Dr. Jeffrey Gemmell on the topic of 
Moravian Music of a Particular Time and Place: The “Lititz Anthems” of 
Johannes Herbst. The lecture was followed by a concert by the Lititz 
Moravian Collegium Musicum (LMCM).  The motto history you 
can hear! reflects the purpose of this professional chamber orchestra 
and their mission to perform from newly edited scores of period-
specific repertoire preserved in the vaults of the Moravian Music 
Foundation. The Lititz Moravian Senior Choir and the Millersville 
University Chorale joined the orchestra to bring selected “Lititz 
anthems” to life.

In December, a program entitled Music for Advent and Christmas 
featured Gwyn Michel on the 1776 Tannenberg Organ, a vocal 
quartet, and a carol sing-along.

In February, audiences were treated to a concert by Two Part 
Invention with Nora Suggs, flute and John Arnold, guitar performed 
“Morning Star–Music in Moravian America.”

Publications

Educational Programs

Public Programs



More than one thousand members of 
the community attended the annual 
Christmas in Nazareth event, which 
featured candle dipping in the Gray 
Cottage, student musicians performing 
in the saal, student Colonial project 
presentations, and an arrary of craft 
vendors on the lawn of the Whitefield 
House. 

Our Historic Nazareth Walking 
Tour was revised this year. The new 
tour tells the story of how the town 
was established but also features the 
prominent architectural styles of 
Nazareth. Audiences have enjoyed the 
new route which now goes down part 
of historic Main Street.

Two elevations of the historic 1740–1743 Whitefield House received 
urgently needed exterior work last fall. The porches, window sills, and 
dormers were repaired, restored, and painted. Plans are underway to 
complete the remaining two sides in the spring. 

Community Outreach

Site Preservation

When we were unable 
to open our doors to the 
public, we launched our 
Museum from Home series 
on Facebook, Instagram and 
YouTube. We joined other 
museums across the globe 
in the #MuseumAlphabet 
challenge where we 
highlighted items from our 

collections for each letter of the alphabet! We also launched the 
highly popular “Sister Sarah” YouTube series of instructional videos 
around the theme of Colonial life.  Our social media followers 
increased and some posts reached as many as 5,500 people.

#Museum from Home



Financials

2019–2020 Income 2020–2021 Income 2019–2020 Expenses 2020–2021 Expenses

	 BUDGET	 BUDGET
INCOME	 2019–20	 2020–21
Museum................................................... $13,300............................. $9,200
Grants....................................................... $39,000...........................$36,000
Programs....................................................$5,500............................. $3,600
Fundraising/Special Events .............. $62,000...........................$73,000
Investment Income............................$106,500...........................$78,000
TOTAL 	 $226,300	 $199,800

	 BUDGET	 BUDGET
EXPENSES	 2019–20	 2020–21
Museum....................................................... $ 4,900 ........................ $ 2,100 
Programs..................................................... $ 8,200 .......................  $ 6,350 
Fundraising/Special Events................  $ 23,200 ..................... $ 25,900 
Property....................................................  $ 39,047 ..................... $ 23,428 
Administrative........................................  $ 11,400 .......................  $ 8,000  
Insurance/Professional Fees..............  $ 32,300 ..................... $ 26,300
Personnel................................................ $ 130,754 ..................  $ 126,592 
Publications................................................ $ 2,150 ........................  $1,800 
TOTAL	 $251,951	 $220,470
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John Beitel
Gail Belytschko
Liz & Jim Brandl
Tom & Debbie Bross
Michele Burnard
Chris & Krista Carson
Richard Chynoweth & Lyn Trodahl 

Chynoweth
Katie Collis
Christopher & Rebecca Crook
Darrell & Linda Crook
Heather & Jim Cunningham
Michael Ellis
Susan Ellis & Dick Boak
Marsha Fritz & Larry Monte
Tina & Chris Gielser
Scott Gordon
Bruce & Jo Ann Haines
Nancy & Willard Harstine
Sherri & Nelson Hoff
Jack Hommer
Danielle Jaworek
Don & Jacqueline Jean
Jamie Keller
Margaret & Steven Krawiec
Heikki Lempa
Martha Maier
Lamont McClure
Pat Meyers
Meg Mikovits & Kelly Allen
Hank & Karen Naisby
Rose Nehring
Bruce & Judy Palmer
Ed & Lucy Perusse

William & Gail Remo
Anne Robin
Dave & Kathy Roth
Doris Schattschneider
Flora Schubert
Neville & Linda Shay Gardner
Robin & Wesley Stokes
Robert & Liz Swigart
Tom Tenges
Riddick & Jane Weber
David & Linda Wickmann
Linda & Thomas Zimmerman

The Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Drexel University 

Alexandria Manor Senior Living 
Centers

America on Wheels Museum 
Apollo Grill
ArtsQuest
Barre3
The Baum School of Art
Best Western Gettysburg
Black River Farms Vineyard & 

Winery
Boyle Construction, INC.
C.F. Martin & Co.
Center for Moravian Studies
Christiansbrunn Hermitage
Christmas City Studios
Civic Theatre of Allentown 
Cornerstone Independent Asset 

Management 
CR&Y Accountants

Creative Closets, LTD
Dans Camera
Delaware & Lehigh National 

Heritage Corridor
Duck Donuts
Eastern State Penitentiary 
Eight Oaks Distillery 
Embassy Bank
Finegan Funeral Home
Gettysburg Foundation
Ghost Tours of New Hope
Graceham Moravian Church
Grim’s Orchard
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary 
Hotel Bethlehem
Hyatt Place Bethlehem 
J. Morgan Salon
Josh Early Candies
Just Born Quality Confections
Keystone Farms Cheese
Kimpton Cardinal Hotel
Lancaster Arts Hotel
Lehigh Hanson
Lehigh Valley Community 

Foundation
Lehigh Valley IronPigs
Lehigh Valley Sporting Clays
Lehigh Valley Zoo
Longwood Gardens
Lost River Caverns
Lost Tavern Brewing
Liven Up Fitness
Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts & 

Humanities 

Mike Robinson Productions
Miller Symphony Hall
Moravian Development Corporation
MorningStar Living
Musselman Jewelers
Mutter Museum
Mycalyn Floral
NASCAR
The Peacock Inn
Pennsylvania Playhouse
Philadelphia’s Magic Gardens
Philadelphia Museum of Art
Pittsburgh Steelers
PPL Foundation
Putt U Miniature Golf
RCN Business
Reading Rocks
ReVive! Salons
Rockin’ Photobooth
The Sayre Mansion
Sorrelli Jewelry
Steel City Beards and Shears
Steel Club
Stofanak Custom Cabinetry
Town and Country Lanes
Twisted Olive 
Washington Crossing Historic Park
Wegmans
Wind Creek Bethlehem
Winterthur Museum, Garden & 

Library 
Woolverton Inn
Working Dog Press

Donors

Thank you



Annual Appeal
John Beitel
Robert & Margaret Blanche
Glenn & Virginia Boerstler
Tim & Karen Brady
Thomas & Debbie Bross
Donald & Mary Brown
Jason & Michelle Brown
Richard & Jill Bruckart
Blair Couch & Warren Gericke
Paul & Marian Couch
Darrell & Linda Crook
Tom Demshock
Ellen Dorsey

Otto & Susan Dreydoppel
Marilyn Erps
Tony Ettwein
Terry & Julia Folk
Sandra Garr
Bill Gold
Matt Goldberg
Willard & Nancy Harstine
Deborah Helms
Robert & Barbara Huth
Roger & Karen Huth
Don & Jacqueline Jean
Johnson & Johnson

Ken & Karen Kirst
Bruce & Claire Kleppinger
Nancy Kostas & Renee Roberts
Tim & Sharon Leh
Eileen Li Mera
Laurence Libin
Bob Lienemann
Harry Longenbach
Joseph Magedanz
Cindy McAllister
Craig & Alice Mosebach
Peter Murray
Steve & Jackie Pasquinelli

Charles & Gwen Peischl
Ed & Lucy Perusse
Paul Peucker & Jeffrey Long
Aaron Schisler
Richard & Susan Starbuck
Roberta Targonski
Fay Thomas
Jeff & Mary Alice Vanhoy
Robert & Joy Warfsman
Helen Woodbridge
Anne Zug

Grants

Northampton County
Just Born Quality Confections
Pennsylvania Historic Museum Commission
Larger Life Foundation
Martin Guitar Charitable Foundation
Lehigh Hanson
Lehigh Valley Engaged Humanities Consortium
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Membership
INDIVIDUAL
Marian Couch
Barbara Dietterich
Dale Eck
Lou Carol Fix
John Gallagher
Marilyn Garrison
Sandra Gaspar
Bill Gold
David Harris
Linda Heindel
Virginia Kleintop
Nola Knouse
Heikki Lempa
Bob Lienemann
Steve Long
Cindy McAllister
Tom McCullough
Rosi McIlwain
Betsy Miller
Jacquelin Mock
Rory Morgan
Herman Morris
Peter Murray
Barry Pell
William Ramsden
Arthur Schleinkofer
Gayle Searock
Richard Spittel
Nathan Thompson
Cynthia Tone

Katie Trach
Benjamin Walbert
Kenneth Wildrick
Helen Woodbridge
Anne Zug

FAMILY
Wayne & Karen Achey
Andrew V. & Beatrice Leh
Thomas & Carolyn Boak
Thomas & Debbie Bross
Donald & Mary Brown
Chris & Krista Carson
Anne DeFrancisco
Tom Demshock
John & Barbara Egerton
Terry & Julia Folk
Larry Monte & Marsha Fritz
Ray & Susie Gatland
Jeffrey & Sherry Gehris
Ruth Hailperin
Casey Hoch
Judy Hosking
Harold Hudson
Roger & Karen Huth
Dale Browder & Jim Jordan
Nancy Kostas & Renee Roberts
Tim & Sharon Leh
Kara Mohsinger
Ronald & Cathy Mordosky
Craig & Alice Mosebach

Hank & Karen Naisby
Charles & Gwen Peischl
Norman & Maria Prochnau
Christian & Janel Rice
Conrad & Loraine Rice
Karen Samuels
Rick & Mollie Santee
Mario Scavello
Laura Schattschneider
Sam & Julia Simmons
Richard & Susan Starbuck
John Henry & Patricia Stephens
John & Traci Stocker
Gerald & Erika Still
Robert & Liz Swigart
Harry & Mary Catherine Tachovsky
Nancy Wanamaker
Riddick & Jane Weber
David & Linda Wickmann
Andria Zaia & Joseph Wagner

1740 CLUB
Susan Ellis and Richard Boak
Christopher and Rebecca Crook
Deborah Helms
Jack Hommer
Bruce & Judy Palmer
Ed & Lucy Perusse

CORPORATE
Christiansbrunn Hermitage

GRAY COTTAGE CLUB
Bruce and Joanne Haines
Christopher Major
Richard Chynoweth & Lyn Trodahl 

Chynoweth

WHITEFIELD CLUB
Anthony Thompson & Vicki Ziegler 

Thompson
Linda & Thomas Zimmerman

SPANGENBERG CLUB
Margaret & Steven Krawiec

LIFE
Karin Albert
John Beitel 
Glenn & Virginia Boerstler
Wilfred & Lorraine Dreger
Otto & Susan Dreydoppel
Robert & Joan Engelbrecht
Neville & Linda Shay Gardner 
Darryl Jeffries
Rose Nehring
Doris Schattschneider 
George & Ann Weisel 
Emma Williams
Helen Woodbridge
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